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C\\BGV. Patrick A.

Connaughton

»

I was inJapan, with'a group in a retreat house near the foot of Mount Fuji
on the morning of 14 October,when one of, the people in the group asked me at breakfast
‘Did you know, that the king of Thailand has died?’ | had left Thailand just a few days before
and was sorry, not to be there to experience the effects of this event on the lives of the people.
‘What you hear you forget; what you see you remember; and what you experience you understand.’
| used think that was a great quote of Confucius until | learned that he never said it. Nevertheless,
it is still true that experiencing something is very different to hearing about it.

Ten weeks later | was able to observe the enormous crowds of people - perhaps 5,000 -
that still'lined up to file past the king’s body,in'Sanam Luang on the last day of the year.
The depth of feeling and the desire to show, respect could not be doubted.

After.the funeral rites are finished later, this year and a new monarch fully in place
how, will the former king be remembered?, What would be the most appropriate way to preserve
his memory?, It is common to erect monuments made of stone; and they have their relevance.
But monuments constructed from ideas can be much more important. The late king was

very impressed by the work of economist E.F.Schumacher and translated his book
Small'is Beautiful into Thai language. This work involved  not just translation but finding
the appropriate words in:Thai to express some of,the basic ideas of,the original work.
For many years the king was an enthusiastic promoter of a sufficiency economy. One way of preserving
his memory would be to look again at some of the basic principles of this approach to development
and, where appropriate, really put them into practice. Naturally, like many, social theories

it needs to be continually reinterpreted in the light of changing circumstances.




Conversion to’a more sustainable ,way, of  life is obviously, more urgent in the 'case of the
 big players» who destroy,land, pollute water,and the atmosphere’and,waste non-renewable
resources. Can'students makeanycontribution‘to thelbuildingof;thiskmonument{-]

‘ 'to the development of,a mindset

use of non-renewable resources is an. Jgﬁpoﬁ%nt part ofxsustainability. In‘Laudato Si Pop
spoke of the throwaway society that is so wasteful of resources and is generating mountains of rubbish.
According to the Bangkok Post, Thailand produces 40,000 tonnes of rubbish emg‘""’ '
about 25,000 tonnes of this is simply thrown into landfills.

Students of Saengtham College who have an active commitment to the reduction of waste,
for example in the (non) use of plastic bags, bottles and packaging, and in the sorting_ﬁof rubbish,
could play an important part as role models both now and in the future in our throwa\f/ay society.

The late I:ing once said ‘If they want to write about me in a good way, they should write
how | do things that are useful i His emphasis on a way of life that is not wasteful, that is non-exploitative
and that has long-term sustainability continues to beaworth writing about; acting upon these principles

would provide unlimited opportunities to individual citizens for ‘monument building’. for many years to come.
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